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SPRING is officially here. Back in
February, as soon as the fireplace

was installed we had almost three
weeks of 70-degree weather. Now that
PG&E has turned the gas on the tem-
peratures are sure to climb back up
there again. If you haven’t had an
opportunity to see the fireplace in full
operation stop by the club and check
it out. We will be looking at new fur-
niture over the next couple of months
for fall/winter placement. Suggestions
and shopping help are always wel-
come. The dartboard has been such a
popular addition that another one is
being installed so we can have tour-
naments. AYC members volunteered
to be our first victims. Also, the com-
puter is up and running if anyone
needs to surf the web or check e-mail
while in the marina.

May and the rest of the summer
are shaping up to be busy ones at the
club. There are a couple of dates I
would like to make everyone aware of
so you can get them on your calendar.
Sigi is making Wiener schnitzel for us
on May 1st, the general membership
meeting night. Sign up early for this
one please. Terry O’Prey, the Power
Squadron Chair and Port Captain, has
scheduled his first fishing derby for
May 15th. The sign-up is posted in
the club. “KABOOM!” has been re-
scheduled from Mother’s Day week-
end to May 22nd. This is an official
cruise-out, so come one and all for a
cruise-out star. Memorial weekend the
Miller’s have planned a trip to the
turning basin in Petaluma. We have
reservations for 15 boats and the
money needs to be in soon. So if you
want to go please sign-up up ASAP.
There will be a special meeting
regarding this cruise-out on May 19th
(Wednesday) at the club…see Tom
for details.
� See Commodore’s Report, page 2

Arlene Huber

Arlene Huber and Jeanette Clark with the infamous Foxy from Jost Van Dyke. The one and
only Foxy from the British Virgin Islands came to entertain everyone at the Pacific Sail Expo
boat show. He was the headliner at the Latitude 38 booth. After his performance he made
his way around the show and stopped to listen to another band. He and Jeanette danced
together and we all partied drinking free vodka and Red Bulls, compliments of Ronstan.

In the rear view mirror;
reflections of the Rear Commodore

By Judie Braaten

YES, CHANGES continue to occur in our little yacht club world. If you’ve been
to the club lately, you may have noticed the recycle bins behind the bar.

Basically, bottles and cans are being recycled, and we are now counting them
so we can stay on top of what needs to be reordered. So, what isn’t in the bins,
won’t be reordered, your cooperation in this is greatly appreciated, and hope-

fully we won’t be running out of any-
thing as a result!  We have also
acquired speed racks that should be
installed soon. These new racks will
allow us easier access to the well bot-
tles, and we will be able to keep the
juices next to the ice bin in easy reach.
Juice containers have been purchased
and are color-coded. They are also
labeled. A new dry-erase board has
been installed next to the bar where
drink specials will be advertised. We
have also acquired a new box for the
� See Rear Commodore, page 5

BBYC Racing
May 8 Angel Island Race

May 14 First Beer Can Race

June 5 Knarr Cup

July 10 Round the Rock Race
(Whale’s Chase #1)

August 14 Whale’s Chase #2

Sept. 11 Whale’s Chase #3

Sept. 18 SBYRA Race

October 2 Whale’s Chase #4



The next marina seminar at the club is a diesel workshop on Tuesday, May
18th, at 7 p.m. The speaker is our own Marty Chin. In the previous seminar
the speaker did a quick splicing demonstration. It was so popular Janet has
promised to try and schedule a splicing seminar for us in the fall. Remember
these are free seminars and open to all club members.

Looking ahead, there are a couple of events that are worth noting early. June
5th is the Knarr regatta and pig roast. June 26th is the Ballena Isle swap meet
from 8 a.m. to noon. July 24th is our first annual Casino Night, and August 24th
is the Jimmy Buffett party. Casino Night is shaping up to be an exciting night.
There will be a craps table, roulette table, numerous blackjack tables, a raffle,
heavy appetizers, and music. Terry O’Prey is putting this together as a “special
cruise-in and we are inviting all PICYA member organizations. Terry is looking
for volunteers to run cocktails, bartend, and deal blackjack. Now is your big
opportunity to see if you’re ready for a career change!

This month we have had visits by past and current BBYC members that have
been off cruising. Monty Chin and his girlfriend Chris were here from Hawaii
for the boat show. Beth Friedman and Ron Oxford took a break from all their
fun in Mexico cruising to come visit with us. We have many members off living
the good life cruising around the world. Maybe someday it will be the rest of
us! If you are out there in cruising land, please let us know how you are doing.
I would also like to congratulate Board member Al Linhares and Claudia
Schroeder for deciding to “tie the knot.” They will be married in Half Moon
Bay on June 12th. Also, congratulations to Bruce Morris and Marty for their
upcoming nuptials on May 22nd at AYC.

Fair winds and following seas to all, Commodore Annie.
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Commodore’s Report
� Continued from page 1

By Terry O’Prey

OUR LATEST cruise-in from Sausal-
ito Yacht Club proved to be quite

entertaining. I had a rough day of it,
as my radio stopped working, and
Wally ran out of gas. However, Sausal-
ito Yacht Club didn’t seem to mind.

Regardless of my troubles, we had
nine boats come over on a windy day.
The cruisers were a friendly bunch,
and had some neat boats. I want to
personally thank Ken and Wendy
Richards on Poppy Too, a beautiful
62-foot classic Hatteras, for hosting
me (and their entire cruise-in) onboard
for cocktails and appetizers prior to
dinner. The crew of Nonnie with Cap-
tain Marci Yenerich and company,
were quite the show on the karaoke
machine. 

Port Captain reports on Sausalito visit;
Halibut Derby planned for May 15th

Lowell Crow

Los Macias (new members) enjoy Mexican
dinner at karaoke night.

Next: the “Buts Gone Wild” Halibut
Derby on May 15th. There is a sign up
sheet in the club, and the cost is $20
per angler. To get more information,
please call me at (510) 928-9468. 

P.S.: Thanks to Jeff “Hollywood”
Fuller, the Whaler has been refueled.
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Social Committee Notes
By Kim Crow

APRIL SHOWERS did not come our 
way this month for the many

important activities we had. The
weather definitely cooperated on the
Easter weekend cruise-out to Benicia.
Cruise-out Chairman Tom Miller,
and his wife, Diane, greeted about
twenty boaters with margaritas as soon
as they pulled into port. They went
down really easy on the warm, sunny
Saturday we arrived. There was a tied
up trio of boats—the Millers,’ Armen
and Mary Stephens’ (with their son
Myron and girlfriend Natalie), Britta
and Genoa’s—that we were all able to
maneuver to reach the delicious
munchies and margaritas. There was
much frivolity and laughter before we
even got to the dance floor at the
Benicia Yacht Club. And did we ever
dance! The people there were so
friendly and even bought us a round
of drinks.

The next day, Easter Sunday, we
awoke to see a mother duck with her
ducklings swimming right under our
boats. And, the Easter bunny had
dropped by before we all got up and
left candy-filled eggs in each boat.
What an Easter treat.

That morning some of us walked
from one end of downtown Benicia to
the other to the VFW hall for a won-
derful pancake, egg, bacon, and
sausage breakfast for a mere $5.

The journey back to BBYC was a
little rough, weather and water wise,
but we all made it back to our safe
harbor.

What a fun weekend. Thanks, Tom
and Diane.

The following Saturday, April 17,
Sausalito Yacht Club cruised-in for
Mexican food and karaoke night.
Wow! Do those guys like to par-tay.
Diane Sumrell put the karaoke part
of the evening together, and she said
it took her three hours to hook it up.
That’s devotion, but it was so worth it.
Diane has a beautiful voice and really
got the crowd going. There were a
couple of ladies in SYC that were also
exceptional singers, as well as our own
Monty Chin. Even some of us
shower singers like Jeff Fuller, Don
Boyce, Lowell Crow, Jerry Barnes,
Leslie Shiller and I got up and made
an attempt at singing.

It was yet another festive evening,
and we’ve maintained our reputation
as the fun club.

April 24th Patrick Rentsch was
the chef. He prepared chicken tikka
marsala, herb roasted potato medley,
Biryani rice, and artichoke heart, kala-
mata olive, bell pepper, Japanese
cucumber salad for not only BBYC,
but for the Classic Yacht Association
as well, who came to visit.

That brings us up to May. On May
1st Sigi prepares a German meal:

sa lad,  Wiener
schnitzel, sauer-
kraut, red cab-
b a g e ,  g a r l i c
mashed potatoes
and Bavarian
black bread and
butter. Oom pah
pah!

May 8th is
open to anyone
who wants to try
his or her oven
mitt at cooking a

meal for the club. It won’t be too
threatening since there are no cruise-
ins then. Come on, you guys. I know
you can do it and you’ll have lots of
help. Just sign up at the clubhouse or
e-mail me: social_crow@bbyc.org;
or e-mai l  Shel ly  Cramer at
social_cramer@bbyc.org.

On May 15, Jeff Cannon is going
to collect rain checks for the meal he
couldn’t do in March (too many
people, not enough olive oil). Remem-
ber Puglia night? For those of you
who don’t, the menu is: cavatelli pasta
with meat sauce, green salad, sliced
sourdough French bread with
gourmet olive dipping oils, and ice
cream dessert with Italian cookies.
Mangia, mangia!

May 22nd is Kaboom so there will
be no meal.

Also, on May 29, there will be a
cruise-out up the Petaluma River, so
no meal is planned.

That brings us up to June 5th, the
next membership meeting and dinner
when Sigi skillfully wields the whisk
once again.

Does BBYC know how to have a
good time or what?

David Alexander

Commodore Annie toasts Richmond and Oyster Point yacht clubs.

Diane Miller

Tom Miller blending margaritas on the
recent Benicia cruise-out.
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By Britta Fjelstrom

COMING UP: a lot of racing excite-
ment at BBYC. May 8 will be our

first Angel Island race. As the name
states this will be a race around Angel
Island either way you choose. We will
start the race up toward Treasure
Island, and the finish will be close to
the Ballena Isle Marina. All sailboats
with a valid PHRF are welcome to
compete. Cost will be $10. Sign up
at the c lub or  e-mai l  me at
race@bbyc.org.

The SBYRA (South Bay Yacht Rac-
ing Association) has begun its sum-
mer series. Several different yacht
clubs, all in the South Bay, sponsor
the seven race series. We need more
BBYC boats and racers to help rep-
resent our yacht club. You really don’t
want to leave it up to me and Ward!
There is still time to sign up and par-
ticipate. The next race is May 15. For
more information, check out their web
site at http://sbyra.home.comcast.net.

Don’t forget about June 5 when we
host the Knarr Cup. This will be two
days of races and one night of pig-

roasting and partying. If you would
like to participate in the festivities, we
have the perfect opportunity for you:
Race Committee! We will need lots
of hands to help out: raising flags, tak-
ing times, moving marks, shooting the
gun, filming video, and taking pic-
tures. This will be a great way to see
the race up close and personal, with-
out having to put on foul weather gear.

Last but not least, the moment
you’ve all been waiting for, the start of
the Friday night beer can races! Beer
can races are short, mellow, non-
protesting races that get your week-
end off to a great start. As long as we
can get boats to participate, these
races will run every other Friday
night. The starting time will be around
6:15 (depending on when everyone
can get to the marina). So if you are
interested in racing, but not yet ready
for a Big Boat Series, this is the per-
fect opportunity to give racing a try in
a non-threatening atmosphere. Sign
up at the club or contact me at
race@bbyc.org. Hope to see you out
on the water!

Friday beer can racing begins May 14;
BBYC racers needed for SBYRA events

Cruise news and
updates to schedule

By Tom and Diane Miller

WHAT AN active group of cruisers
BBYC has. We’ve had great

numbers of boats coming to the
cruise-outs this year.

There was our leap year cruise-out
to the Golden Gate Yacht Club on
February 28-29. We had twelve boats
come to enjoy themselves. The bar-
tender at Golden Gate was fantastic
and sooooo helpful. Her energy in try-
ing to get the many taxis we needed
to drive eighteen of us to Bucca di
Beppo was greatly appreciated. This
fantastic, authentic Italian restaurant
was a great time for all. There were so
many meals to eat—and eat and drink
we did. We had an additional four
BBYC members drive to the city and
join us for this fun meal. We followed
up the cruise-out with a morning
brunch at GGYC. The Bloody Marys
at the bar were great and just kept
coming. It certainly was a Bloody Mary
morning. There were great winds to
sail home with. which was very nice.

Our “Spring Begins” cruise-out to
Angel Island on March 13-14 was
another outrageous time for all. There
were twelve happy cruisers who came
to enjoy a beautiful weekend on the
water. The winds were nice and a
great sail over on Saturday was had
for those who put up their sails. We
had a very long happy hour with great
appetizers shared by everyone. A
group of daredevils went to Sam’s
restaurant in Tiburon on Jeff Fuller’s
motorboat,  “Hollywood.” They
enjoyed dancing at Sam’s and visited
the Corinthian and Tiburon yacht
clubs while out. Those who stayed
onboard enjoyed a great barbeque
dinner and continued with cocktails
and conversation into the wee hours.

Sunday was a beautiful, warm day.
Once again we had a communal
breakfast with people bringing food
to share with all. Several boaters

Diane Miller

How many cruisers can you fit in a cockpit? This one on Imagine is jammed while folks await
another batch of margaritas from the galley. � See Cruising Report, page 6
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satellite system; so if you’re watching
TV, and the picture isn’t coming in like
it should, please let me know. The sec-
ond dartboard has arrived and should
be installed soon. Special thanks to
Greg Hatfield for the dartboards!
Please contact Greg for information on
our upcoming dartboard tournaments.

REMINDER: please sign your last
name on the bar chits! We are still get-
ting a few without last names, and
coincidentally, some of our members
have the same first name. We don’t
want to bill the wrong person! Also,
when there is a scheduled event in the
club, we will have assigned bar-
tenders. Please respect the chain, and
do not go behind the bar on such
occasions, unless you are volunteer-
ing to help and those behind the bar
have accepted the help. Too many
people behind the bar will slow down
service to our customers. Thank you!

The Pacific Sail Expo was a success,
bringing in more potential members.
What a great show it was! Eric Stone
was his usual wonderful self, Linda
Stone was selling hot sauces and cool
music, Foxy was totally awesome—a
great time was had by all! Wonderful
informative seminars and lots of boats
of all shapes and sizes brought in peo-
ple from all over. Thanks to all who
signed up and helped man the booth:
Armand Stephens, Ed Spears, Ann
Weinzierl, Lowell and Kim Crow,
John Johnson, Les and Jeanette Clark,
Glenn and Arlene Huber, Mike
Stephan, Bob Evans, Rhonda Temple,
Pat Poston, Linda Fenn, David Offer-
man, Sigi and Corrine Osicki. (If I’ve
forgotten anyone, it’s not intentional
and I want you to get the credit you
so richly deserve, so please let me
know.) You are true gems! 

Special thanks to Ed Spears who
showed up numerous times unan-

nounced to give breaks to those of us
at the booth, and who helped keep
things running smoothly here at the
club. I’d also like to thank Jeff Fuller
who stepped up to the plate and
helped keep an eye on things for our
“five bands” night, ensuring, again,
that things ran smoothly. Thank you!

Congratulations to the winners of our
Pacific Sail Expo raffle: Ann and Dick
Niemi won the one-year membership,
and Jim Brady and Thomas Taylor, each,
won a six-month membership. 

Kudos to Diane Summrell who
brought in her own equipment and
put on a karaoke night that we, and
the Sausalito Yacht Club, will not soon
forget! It was a fabulous evening, and
everyone had the time of their lives.
We even managed to capture part of
the evening on video, if anyone needs
any blackmail material!

If you have any ideas for the club,
seminars, or events, please let me know.

� Continued from page 1

REAR COMMODORE

By Dan Mulvey

WE’RE A PART of the larger yachting community as a
whole. With a check in hand as approved by the board

last month, Ballena Bay showed support for the RBOC at
the last PICYA meeting. While the generosity of the club
as represented by the board is much appreciated, there is
work left to do. These are “interesting” financial times for
our state and the RBOC is our front line of defense for the
protection of funds for boating in the state as well as other
issues pertaining to our enjoyment of the water. Many clubs
support the lobbying efforts of RBOC with a first quarter
surcharge of $5 or $10 per member that is subsequently
delivered to the RBOC, an amount that would be approxi-
mately 3-6 times above what we have contributed.

This is not intended to be a plea, or even the beginning
of a suggestion, of moving in that direction. Instead, it is
offered for consideration of scale and as a solicitation of
ideas for a fundraiser. We’re currently seeking to find a time-
frame in which we might have a representative come to the
club and speak on some of the past victories and current
legislative hurdles facing boaters as the focus of a dinner. A
portion of the proceeds might be used for an additional
contribution. Other ideas are always welcome here.

I would also encourage every member to visit both the
PICYA and RBOC web sites. The PICYA web site often
contains a link to a call-to-arms by RBOC providing access
to the crucial points of a legislative issue. Additionally, there
is usually a vehicle (electronic letter) by which one can
make their voices heard in an efficient manner through
the group voice associated with the Recreational Boaters
of California.

Unfortunately, as of the writing of this sentence, I am
unaware of any club entries in the Opening Day on the Bay
parade. If any were swayed off by tales of my participation
in the soggy Lighted Yacht Parade in December, this parade
is in Spring…and weather tends to be a bit warmer, at
least, if not drier…and my boat has almost dried out. By
publishing time, the parade will have passed. Maybe a
flotilla entry next year?

Again, thanks to all members, as well as the current
bridge, for the RBOC contribution.

BBYC PICYA Delegate notes importance 
of RBOC, PICYA to California boaters

Bookmark these web sites:
www.picya.org Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Association
www.rboc.org Recreational Boaters of California
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dinghied to Angel Island and walked
the trails to the top of the island. What
a view they experienced. After return-
ing back to boats and for those of us
who never left our boats the margarita
blender started to hum and didn’t stop
for hours. These were fruit blended
drinks and any fruit  was used.
Oranges, bananas, apples, and straw-
berry jam—what a mixture. Then it
went to pina coladas and rum when
the tequila ran out for margaritas. My!
My! My! The motoring home was
very eventful for some, no details for
print…

The “Easter Bunny Hop” to Beni-
cia Marina offered great winds for
those that sailed. A few boats arrived
on Friday with the rest of us coming
in on Saturday. The town of Benicia is
a pleasure to visit—lots of shops and
eateries to check out, which some of
us did. The warm afternoon meant
margaritas should begin. Once again
the blender whirled with blended
drinks for all. Hors d’oeuvres were put
out and enjoyed by everyone. Some
ventured to town to taste the food at
the many fine restaurants while others
barbequed dinner on their boat.

Dancing started at the Benicia Yacht
club at 8 p.m. and away we went to
party down. No name on the club
member that broke their gate key try-
ing to get back to their boat after a
hooting evening of fun. The Easter
Bunny left colorful candy filled eggs
on our boats to our surprise Sunday
morning. After breakfast either on
board or at a local eatery, everyone
took off for a day of cruising home.
There was quite a bit of wind on San
Pablo Bay with overcast skies but still
it was a good ride home and fun to be
on the water.

We have planned a Memorial Day
cruise-out to Petaluma May 28-31.
There are several fun activities
planned by the Petaluma Yacht Club
(see flyer at BBYC). Friday starts the
festivities at the marina. We have
cruisers leaving on Friday and Satur-
day mornings and some leaving Friday
with a stopover somewhere by the
Petaluma River entrance which would
break up the 6-7 hour cruise to
Petaluma for the sail boats. We would
like to have our club cruise together
or in groups if possible. We will sched-
ule times to pass under the “D” Street
Bridge on our way to Petaluma and

will post these times at the club along
with a list of when folks will be leav-
ing if you want to join others. Let’s
plan on a meeting at  BBYC on
Wednesday, May 19th, around 7-ish
to go over the “D” Bridge opening
times, the overnight anchorage on
May 29th and any other items needed
to be discussed. This cruise-out will
be a first trip up to Petaluma for us.
Hope you will sign-up and enjoy the
festivities with our club.

We’re expecting a grandchild in
June so to be sure we’re close enough
to get to Tahoe quickly we will be
cruising somewhere close for the June
12-13 cruise-out instead of to Bolinas
Bay which we rescheduled for August.
The destination is not determined at
this time but we’ll keep everyone
posted in the June newsletter as to
where we will be going in June.

We’ve had some fantastic cruise-
outs and will have more new and fun
places planned to cruise to ahead.
Plan on joining us and have a great
time with fellow boaters. This is a
good way to get to know other places
and meet lots of people with boating
in mind.

See cruise-out schedule on address page

CRUISING REPORT
� Continued from page 4

Krazy
Karakoke

Night
SCENES ON APRIL 17

PHOTOS BY LOWELL CROW
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Board meeting
7 p.m.

MEMORIAL
DAY HOLIDAY

BIM diesel
seminar with
Marty Chin;
7 p.m.

Petaluma pre-
cruise meeting;
7 p.m.

Deadline for
June newsletter

Vallejo Race;
thru Sunday
Membership
meeting, dinner,
7 p.m.

Knarr Cup race
Membership
meeting, dinner,
7 p.m.

Beer can race
6 p.m.

KABOOM!
(No dinner
planned)

Dinner 7 p.m.Cruise-out to
Petaluma; thru
Monday

Angel Island
race
Dinner 7 p.m.

Halibut derby
Dinner 7 p.m.

SSA meets
6:30 p.m.

SSA meets
6:30 p.m.

Cruise-out,
destination TBA
No planned
dinner

Brunch 9-11 a.m

Brunch 9-11 a.m
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ON LINE:www.bbyc.org

David Alexander

New member Pat Poston.
Arlene Huber

Arlene Huber, Jeanette Clark and Judie Braaten work the Ballena booth at Pacific Sail Expo.

Back Page Snapshots

Cruise-out schedule
May 8KABOOM!

May 28-31Memorial Day weekend up the
Petaluma River

June 12-13To be announced

July 2-4Fourth of July party to the Delta

August 7-8Burning up in Bolinas Bay 

September 3-6Labor Day weekend at
HalfMoon Bay

October 9-10Fall in San Francisco 


